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duct, but that he would by no means force the ac-
knowledgment of the constitutional bishops, whose
fate should be left to the decision of His Holiness. . .
He said that if the Pope should agree with him he
would restore the whole of his dominions. But it is
not clear whether he meant to include the three Lega-
tions, or only those territories that remained after the
treaty of Tolentino. It is added the Pope was inclined
to believe this profession.'1

We thus arrive at a comprehensive view of the
opinions entertained at the time in influential quarters
concerning the Pope, and when presented in tabulated
form, they will be found strongly marked by national
characteristics.

The view of the German    .    .    to do without him.

Of the Englishman .... to prefer him to the God-
dess of Reason.

Of the Italian ....".. to substitute for the papal

chair a mirage of the
ancient throne of Home.

Of the Gallicized Italian . . to evoke, from what seemed

to others an effete su-
perstition and a decre-
pit sovereignty, a mighty
spell, and to control it
according to the custom
of his adopted country.

6 La maxime de la France est de le regarder (le
Pape) comme une personne sacree mais entreprenante,

1 February, 1800.
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